Old Sarum Nursery
Old Sarum Community Centre, Old Sarum, Salisbury, SP4 6GH

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

20 June 2017
Not applicable
This inspection:

Outstanding

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Exemplary leadership and dedicated, well-qualified staff work together to promote
high-quality childcare, ensuring children have the best possible start. The manager has
a strong focus on professional development, ensuring staff keep up to date with latest
research by engaging in an effective training programme designed to meet their needs
and the specific needs of the children in their care.

 Staff use their excellent knowledge of the children to carefully plan the environment,

ensuring children have access to a range of interesting experiences, indoors and
outdoors, that value the diversity of their backgrounds. There are superb opportunities
for them to explore and investigate, and be physically active. Staff skilfully support and
extend children's play.
 The manager knows the children well. She effectively supports staff to plan a
programme that meets each child's individual needs, including small-group work to
support language development. The highly effective monitoring enables staff to identify
children that require extra support, ensuring they all make rapid progress from their
starting points.

 Parents are kept extremely well informed of their children's progress. Staff give them
ideas about how to support their children's learning at home through face-to-face
meetings and in the monthly newsletter. They are included in their child's learning,
including contributing to children's starting points.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 continue the highly effective partnerships with parents that extend home learning
opportunities for all children even further.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the children and staff interacting, indoors and outdoors.
 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager and discussed findings.
 The inspector looked through a sample of documentation, including children's learning
records, risk assessments, suitability checks and staff records.

 The inspector spoke to a number of parents to gain their views on the nursery.
 The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times during the
day.
Inspector
Joanne Neenan
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The highly organised and passionate manager motivates and supports staff extremely
well. Excellent opportunities to reflect on their practice in regular meetings ensure they
are equipped to provide individualised and meaningful opportunities for children. The
manager involves parents, staff and children very successfully in evaluating the provision,
valuing their ideas and using them to contribute to ongoing improvements. Safeguarding
is effective. All staff have excellent knowledge of how to keep children safe. Staff share
training they have attended, reflecting on what changes they will make and how it will
benefit the children. For example, after engaging in a project for vulnerable two-year-old
children, staff made many highly effective changes, including having more natural
resources available. Relationships with parents are excellent and staff are now considering
how to enhance home learning opportunities even further.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff follow children's lead and promote learning in everyday activities superbly. They use
daily routines to support learning well. For example, at snack time, staff sit and talk with
children, successfully encouraging conversation and language skills. They ask the children
to take two biscuits, effectively helping to support early mathematical skills. Staff teach
children to use tools safely as children pass around a knife and banana, cutting some for
themselves with support. The manager and staff have an excellent knowledge of children's
progress and have high expectations. Where children do not make expected progress,
they have interventions in place to support them with this. For example, trained staff run a
short specialist language programme to support children with speech and language delay.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Children and families develop extremely warm, supportive relationships with their key
person. For example, the key person and manager conduct a home visit before children
start. They learn more about each other, jointly complete an 'All about me' form and are
given a profile and photo of their key person to keep. Children's behaviour is exemplary.
Transition times are calm as staff use pictures to show children what they are doing next
so they are prepared. Children's safety is a priority. For example, staff check the setting
for hazards twice daily and when children go across the road to use the school hall they
wear high-visibility vests and hold onto a rope, so they all stay together. When they cross
the road they are reminded to look and listen for cars.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children make very rapid progress from their starting points. Staff work closely with
parents and other professionals to support children who are not working at a typical level
for their age to quickly progress. Children play and learn with a 'have-a-go' attitude and
they keep on trying. This prepares them extremely well for the next stages in their
education.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY489707

Local authority

Wiltshire

Inspection number

1013025

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

2-3

Total number of places

12

Number of children on roll

26

Name of registered person

Old Sarum Nursery

Registered person unique
reference number

RP904959

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01722 415598

Old Sarum Nursery registered in 2015. A committee of trustees manage the nursery which
is one of two run by the same provider in Old Sarum. The nursery operates from the
community centre opposite their other nursery and the school in Old Sarum, Wiltshire. The
nursery is open from 9am to 3pm, on Monday to Thursday and from 9am to midday on
Friday.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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