
Inspection of Old Sarum Nursery
Old Sarum Community Centre, Old Sarum, SALISBURY SP4 6GH

Inspection date: 14 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy at this warm and friendly nursery. They put their arms out to 
welcome cuddles from staff and separate from their parents with ease, showing 
that they feel safe to leave them. Children settle quickly in their room and are keen 
to get involved in their play and learning from the outset. Parents appreciate the 
positive impact staff have on children's developing confidence and social skills. For 
example, children are helped to build strong bonds with the experienced staff and 
settle well in the environment. They learn to work independently and in groups to 
build lasting friendships.

Children benefit from a curriculum that exposes them to new and exciting learning 
experiences. The manager and staff reflect on children's interests and next steps in 
learning when planning activities. They consider how resources can be used 
differently to meet the individual needs of the children accessing them. For 
instance, children develop their memory, concentration and vocabulary as they try 
to identify pictures and items from a book being shared with them. Staff are 
attentive to the needs of all the children they care for. They show respect, listen to 
what children say and provide gentle reminders and explanations to help young 
children manage their emotions and feelings. Children show respect for others and 
take turns in play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has worked hard to meet all the actions set at the last inspection. 
She has a very good knowledge and understanding of how young children learn. 
She uses this to support staff to ensure that they are continuously meeting the 
individual learning and care needs of the children. The manager puts children's 
emotional well-being, along with communication and language, at the centre of 
the curriculum to ensure that children can express themselves effectively.

n Staff engage children in conversations and model language well. They read 
books with children and encourage them to join in with songs and rhymes. Staff 
support children to acquire and use new words. For example, staff use pictures 
and objects of reference to teach new vocabulary. Children who speak English 
as an additional language are well supported to acquire the new vocabulary they 
need. This helps them to become effective communicators.

n Children are supported to make good progress in their early mathematical skills. 
For example, staff weave mathematical language into activities, such as saying 
'more' or 'less' while children explore water play. They actively encourage 
children to count each block as they build towers. 

n Children learn to manage some of their own personal needs. They quickly gain 
good levels of independence. For example, two-year-old children can find their 
own belongings and identify their pegs. They learn about the importance of 
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good hygiene practices and will independently wash their own hands. During 
mealtimes, children serve their food and pour their own drinks with 
encouragement and guidance from staff. However, at times, staff give 
inconsistent messages about expectations, which gives young children mixed 
messages during these times. For example, some children are encouraged to 
remain seated while others are allowed to sit on staff's laps.

n There is a good balance between activities planned and supported by staff and 
children's self-chosen play and learning. Staff have clear intent for planned 
group activities to build on what children know and can do in stages. For 
example, they make play dough with children to introduce them to the process 
and explore the materials used. However, at times, the organisation of activities 
does not always support all children to maintain high levels of interaction and 
engagement in their learning. 

n Parents speak highly of the setting. Staff work closely with parents to 
understand and provide for their children's individual needs. Parents say they 
feel very well supported, and staff enhance all aspects of their children's 
development. They share how they like to look at the photos on the online 
portal with their children. This enables them to talk about what they have been 
doing during the day.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. They 
know the signs that could indicate a child is at risk of harm or abuse. They are fully 
aware of the procedures to follow if they have a concern about a child or member 
of staff. Safer recruitment procedures are effective. The premises are safe and 
secure, and no unauthorised persons can gain access. Staff risk assess all areas of 
the premises to ensure that any risks are removed to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review how group times are organised to meet the needs of all children, to help 
them remain engaged and focused so their learning is maximised

n develop a more consistent approach to better support children's understanding 
of behavioural expectations and routines.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489707

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10282655

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 2

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 4

Name of registered person Old Sarum Nursery

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904959

Telephone number 01722 415598

Date of previous inspection 8 February 2023

Information about this early years setting

Old Sarum Nursery registered in 2015. A committee of trustees manages the 
nursery, which is one of two nurseries owned by the same provider. The setting is 
open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, from 8.30am to 2.30pm, during term 
time. The nursery employs four staff members who work directly with the children. 
The manager holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 6. Two other staff 
members have a childcare qualification at level 3, and one is unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marie Swindells
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of the nursery 
and discussed the early years curriculum and what they want the children to 
learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector interacted with staff and parents and took account of their views.
n A joint observation was completed with the inspector.
n A leadership and management meeting was held with the manager

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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